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Commodity 
Continued from page Bl 
lmown as plexiglass is especially 
coveted right now. Clear dividers 
are being installed at checkout 
counters, restaurant tables, jury 
boxes, assembly lines and many 
other spaces where people inter
act in public. 

A Dallas-area school district 
recently ordered 30,000 sheets 
from Plaskolite LLC, one of the 
country's biggest plexiglass 
makers. Executive Chairman 
Mitch Grindley said that half of 
Plaskolite's business is now re
lated to the pandemic response 
and that orders placed now 
won't be delivered for about five 
months. 

''There has never been any
thing like this," he said. 

Kelly Victor-Burke, CEO of 
Burke Architectural Millwork 
LLC, is helping restaurant cus
tomers in Michigan install barri
ers between booths. She said a 
supplier had 300 sheets of plexi
glass in stock one Friday in May. 
She decided to buy them that 
weekend, but by then they were 
gone. 

Kimberly-clark Corp. said it 
would restart production of N95-
style masks because of demand 
from businesses that are reopen
ing. The maker of Cottonelle toi
let paper and Huggies diapers 
was once a major domestic pro
ducer of the higher-performance 
face masks before divesting its 
medical-supply business in 2014, 
part of a shift in the supply 
chain for medical goods to Asia. 
By later this summer, the com
pany plans to be making enough 
N95 masks for its workers and 

Storm Lake, Iowa, pork pro
cessing facility, which handles 
about 17,250 hogs daily, due to 
a delay in worker testing re
sults and employee absences. 
A spokeswoman said the plant 
is likely to resume normal op
erations in the coming week. 

It isn't just meat that is in 
short supply. Rice, flour and 
pasta remain scarce because of 
higher demand, according to 
C&s's Mr. Duffy, and suppliers 
still have allocation limits for 
these items. Canned vegetables 
will be tight until the growing 
season starts in July and Au
gust, he said, and prices for 
fancy-grade large lemons have 
jumped 13% over the past 
month as supermarket demand 
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Clear dividers are being Installed on assembly lines and other spaces where people Interact 

those at other businesses, such 
as factories. 

Recently added capacity to 
make tens of millions more N95s 
in the U.S. each month is creat
ing shortages of the material 
that enables them to filter out 
95% of very small particles. 

Lydall Inc., a major maker of 
the filtering material for face 
masks known as meltblown 
polypropylene, said it has in
creased output by operating 
around the clock and restarting 
idled machines. Manchester, 
Conn.-based Lydall will double 
production by the end of the 
year, said Chief Executive Sara 
Greenstein. For now, she said, 
some orders are going unfilled. 
''Demand far outweighs supply 
right now and for the foresee
able future;' Ms. Greenstein said. 

Components for sanitizer are 
also in short supply as manu
facturers and an array of new 
businesses including small
batch distilleries have started 
making it in great quantities. 

Purell maker Gojo htdus
tries Inc. said it would step up 
production aimed at supplying 
businesses that are reopening. 

remains strong, according to 
Stifel Financial Corp. analysts. 

Many grocers are still limit
ing how much fresh meat cus
tomers can buy and selling 
fewer varieties of cuts. But 
they say shoppers will gradu
ally see fuller meat cases and 
counters. 

Conrad D'Cruz, a business 
consultant who lives in Apex, 
N.C., said meat aisles looked
fuller when he went to his lo
cal Walmart Supercenter this
week. Sausages were well
stocked, but chicken items
were lower in supply, he said.

"I was hopeful that things 
have recovered," he said, add
ing that the produce section 
had plenty of items. 

Prices for the alcohol that is a 
main ingredient in hand 
sanitizer have soared this year. 

Price of isopropyl alcohol in 
the U.S., weekly 
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Procter & Gamble Co., which 
doesn't sell hand sanitizer, has 
been making it to distribute at 
its own factories. 

All that extra production has 
led to shortages of packaging, a 
thickening agent and the alcohol 
that is sanitizer's main ingredi
ent, manufacturers say. 

Jonathan Weis, chief execu
tive of Weis Markets Inc., said 
the northeastern grocery chain 
is still carrying a smaller vari
ety of products overall and has 
been bringing in larger-size 
items and new brands to fill 
voids on shelves. "It has im
proved somewhat, but not as 
much as we'd like," Mr. Weis 
said of overall grocery avail
ability. 

Grocers say sales growth is 
moderating as consumers ease 
off on hoarding and stockpil
ing. Out-of-stock levels are 
better for most categories 
other than meat, paper, clean
ing and some shelf-stable 
products such as rice and 
beans. 

Tom Feegel, president of EO 
Products, which makes high-end 
hand sanitizer and other bath 
and body products using natural 
ingredients, said that he is pay
ing more for alcohol and that 
finding pumps and bottles is a 
challenge. The company, which 
normally sells distinctly scented 
products to consumers, is selling 
sanitizer in bulk to hotels and 
other businesses reopening to 
customers. 

Isopropyl alcohol, the main 
ingredient in many types of hand 
sanitizer, now sells for $3,400 a 
metric ton, three times its price 
in February, according to S&P 
Global Platts. 

A type of alcohol for hand 
sanitizer is produced at plants 
that make ethanol, the com
based fuel that is being pro
duced at far lower rates since 
energy prices plummeted as a 
result of travel bans and lock
downs this year. Fewer than 10 
of the more than 200 U.S. etha
nol plants are set up to produce 
alcohol suitable for sanitizer, 
said Geoff Cooper, CEO of the 
Renewable Fuels Association, a 
trade group. 

At discount grocery chain 
Aldi Inc., consumer shopping 
patterns have returned to nor
mal, said co-President Brent 
Laubaugh, versus the heaviest 
pantry-stocking in mid-March, 
when retailers scrambled to 
keep up with surging demand. 

While Aldi has lifted many 
purchase limits on food prod
ucts and has returned to regu
lar ways of forecasting how 
much food the chain will need, 
short supplies of meat mean 
that shoppers will likely see 
fewer options through the 
summer, Mr. Lauba\lgh said. 
Purchase limits remain for pa
per and meat -products, with 
ground beef and processed 
cuts still being in low supply. 

Capital Good Fund's crisis loans as Capital Good Fund made 168 
a share of its entire loan portfolio loans in April, topping its pre-

14% 
vious monthly-_record of 143. 
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